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The truth remains that to-day we often suffer for
our fathers' sins whether they have had spiritual
or physical consequences, and many of our own sins
as a nation and as individuals will influence the
spiritual and physical well-being of generations to
come. The child reared of drunken, immoral, lying,
or godless parents and growing up in such an atmo-
sphere, will, but for the grace of God, tend to contract
those habits ; while thousands of children die annually
or grow up suffering in England as a direct result of
venereal disease or debilitated constitutions handed
down by their parents whose sin, in many, though
not all, cases initiated the failing. Yet in spite of
these and kindred disabilities it is also true that the
grace of God will over-rule them in the individual
heart that will receive Him. The words of the
commandment recognise something of this truth
in saying that the mercy of God is shewn unto " thou-
sands " in them that love Him and keep His command-
ments. The converted drunkard, debauchee and
prostitute, rearing their children in the fear of God
and finding their own peace also in His service, as
well as the crippled and pain-wracked old woman
of the workhouse hospital whose gentle, happy,
strong Christian influence is recognised by all to be
the greatest power for good in the ward, vindicate
in themselves, as do thousands in like positions,
the supremacy of the love and mercy of God. This
is part of the Gospel we have to teach our children :
" Him that cometh to Me, I will in no wise cast
out,"